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Regulation and advancement of

higher education institutional classification reform

SHI Qiuheng , ZHAO Jinyi

(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: Promoting the classified reform of higher education institutions is a core proposition of

educational system reform, whose leading role necessitates the construction of a three-dimensional

regulatory framework encompassing developmental context, strategic foundations, and landmark

explorations. The historical continuity of HEI governance, the inherent logic of connotative

development,

and the problem-oriented approach of contemporary transformation collectively

constitute the logical foundation for classified reform. The dialectical unity of macro-level policy

regulation and multi-stakeholder collaboration shapes the strategic basis for China’ s classified

development of higher education. Building upon this, the future classification reform of higher

education institutions is marked by three aspects:; first, establishing an autonomous knowledge
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system for classification to drive innovation in critical industries; Second, achieving organic

cohesion between national top-level design and government-led pluralistic governance in
classification; Third, leveraging inter-group differences to foster collaborative prosperity while
utilizing intra-group distinctions to realize autonomous characteristic development. The deepening of
classified reform in higher education is guided by three tracks advancing synergistically.

Key words: higher education classification reform; meta-subject collaboration; triple-three resilience

mechanism; autonomous knowledge system; classified co-governance



